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. . . the day after this news arrived the governor summoned a
council wherein the news of the enemy's coming was considered,
and there were issued such orders as the governor and council
thought advisable for the strengthening of the city's defences, all of
which was written down in the council's book, to which deponent
refers.
Then the governor consulted Don Pedro Vique and Captain
Martin Gonzalez, captains of the galleys on duty on this coast, and
asked their opinion because they were soldiers experienced in
defence and fortification, as to what should be done to prevent the
enemy from entering the city, if he should come here. And it was
decided to build barricades at the ends of the streets on the seaward
side; and these were built. Similarly, they endeavoured to strengthen
the trench at the Galeta and to build others on the side toward
Hanged Man's Swamp. This work was begun so late and done
with so few workmen that when the enemy arrived it was not com-
pleted in either place despite the fact that there had been time
enough to finish.
Many days before (p. 133) it was begun, being a man who under-
stands these matters, deponent told the governor that this should
be done, and, similarly, that another trench should be built from
the Caleta to Hanged Man's Swamp, with two ditches before it,
running from sea to sea. From one point to the other is a distance of
about 150 paces, sea to sea, and the work could easily be done.1 It
would convert this city into an island, as can better be seen on the
map2 of the city which deponent intends to send to His Majesty. It
is exactly like the one the English captain carries.3
Observing that the governor did not ask his opinion in these
matters, deponent took Captain Martin Gonzalez outside of the
city and in the presence of Pedro Lopez Trevino, a householder of
Cartagena, to him expressed himself as he had done to the governor.
Since this man had given a different opinion to the governor he did
not approve witness's idea, nor did he reject it, but remarked to
deponent that a bulwark which was to be built at Hanged Man's
Swamp would better be made of timbers and sheet tin and packed
with earth, rather than ofguamachos and box-thorn which is a tree4
that cannot be handled because of its poisonous thorns which pro-
1 The distance across the Galeta from the sea-wash to the water of the inner
haven was about 150 paces, but Hanged Man's Swamp was at a distance, on the
other side of the city.
2 Not seen.        8 The same presented in the printed editions of Bigges' narrative?
4 It is a shrub.